ras oncogene expression and prognosis of invasive squamous cell carcinomas of the uterine cervix.
By using anti-ras p21 mouse monoclonal antibody rp35, the authors studied the reactivity of 170 squamous cell carcinomas of the uterine cervix of different histologic types. The overexpression of p21 was noted in 57.1% of keratinizing type (K type) and 54.2% of large cell nonkeratinizing type (LNK type), but only 38.7% of small cell type (S type). Upon statistical analysis of the correlations between p21 overexpression and patient prognosis with the Kaplan-Meier method and generalized Wilcoxon text, the p21-positive K and LNK types showed poorer prognosis, whereas the positive S type showed better prognosis in comparison with the negative cases. These findings suggest that the expression of ras p21 is one of the parameters related with prognosis of cervical cancers, but the mode of the correlation is dependent on their histologic types.